The authors of this volume, who have many years of experience in their respective areas of medical mycology, pathology of infectious diseases and clinical medicine, have prepared it with the stated intent of bringing together important information on general mycology and its medical applications with added emphasis on the epidemiological features of human mycoses. Much significant information on the biological attributes of the pathogenic fungi as well as on host characteristics which facilitate the development of mycotic disease is thus made available.
Four chapters are devoted to basic mycology and the relation of general and medical mycology. One short chapter is devoted to helpful comments on the histopathological identification of fungi. Two chapters briefly present the principles of therapy, immunology, and serology of mycoses, the remaining chapters being assigned to descriptions of the clinical and pathological features of individual mycoses and the fungi which cause them. Appendices on culture media, diagnostic materials and methods, histopathologic procedures and special studies for fungi and a glossary related to mycology are included.
The book is far more than a condensed presentation of previously published data. It is replete with pointers to mycologists, clinicians and pathologists on techniques, and on interpretations of observations encountered in applied medical mycology and in the study of mycotic diseases. Most readers will appreciate the section devoted to rules of pronunciation of the Latin binomials used in naming fungi.
The content and format of this volume are excellent. Of special value are the many good photographs of special morphological features of fungi which are illustrated in many texts on mycology only by sketches. Only one such sketch is present in the 388 illustrations used here. The majority of the illustrations, including two colored plates depicting special stains for fungi in tissues, are good.
However, a few on histopathology are of low quality and interpretation of some must depend largely upon their captions. Much of this is due to the low magnification used on the particular subjects. The very few editorial errors such as duplication of a reference and typographical errors do not detract seriously from this book.
Although it does not attempt to cover mycoses of animals, which are of prime interest to veterinary pathologists, this book is highly recommended as a reference on mycotic diseases and pathogenic fungi. It will doubtless receive extensive use by all who are interested in medical mycology and in methods of approach to the study of mycoses. In the reviewer's opinion, the authors have accomplished their stated intent of presenting the essential complementary parts of general mycology in perspective in a volume devoted primarily to medical mycology.
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